[Allergic and pseudo-allergic reactions in anesthesia. I: Pathogenesis, risk factors, substances].
In this article we present a survey on the pathogenesis of allergic or pseudoallergic reactions in anaesthesia, the risk factors and the responsible substances. The incidence of anaphylactoid reactions is between 1:3500 and 1:20,000 anaesthetic cases. The estimated mortality rate amounts to 3-6%. Neuromuscular blocking drugs account for most of the cases of significant anaphylactoid reactions (59-70%). However, the incidence of latex-related reactions in increasing. Risk factors for anaphylaxis are a history of IgE-mediated drug allergy, repeated anaesthesias, atopy, hyperventilation tetany, and the use of neuromuscular blocking drugs in females. Risk factors for pseudoallergic reactions are emotional stress, atopic predisposition, increased sensitivity for histamin, hyperventilation tetany and female gender.